
TOWN OF OAK ISLAND  DEVELOPMENT NOTES 
DRAFT APPROVED TREE SPECIES LIST 

Prepared by C. Head, 5/4/2016 
 

The following draft approved tree species list has been developed for use in the new Town of Oak Island 
tree ordinance.  This draft is being provided for review and comment by Town staff, community boards, 
and the public.  The following notes are pertinent to the development of the species list and should be 
considered as you review the list. 

• Species have been listed with important or useful characteristics. 
• Some species were removed as they are considered to be shrubs (mature height of less than 15 

feet). 
• All possible trees without major negative characteristics, such as invasive or pest susceptible, 

have been retained or placed on the list to increase the potential for greater tree species 
diversity and provide a larger palette of species for use by the development community. 

• Potentially invasive species have been removed. 
• Native species are promoted. 
• Non-native species with proven performance under urban conditions have been included or 

added. 
• The mature size of some of the trees has been changed, with primarily smaller trees moved to 

the medium category, but other changes made as well. 
• Some name corrections have been made. 
• Some trees with unknown performance can be tested, and removed from the list if their 

performance is poor. 

Two primary sources have been used for creating the species characteristic entries: 

Tree Species Fact Sheets, Edward F. Gilman and Dennis G. Watson, University of Florida, Institute 
of Food and Agricultural Sciences, Environmental Horticulture Department, Florida Cooperative 
Extension Service, November 1993. 
http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/database/trees/trees_scientific.shtml 

PLANTS Database, United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation 
Service. 
http://plants.usda.gov 
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SPECIES COMMON NAME LATIN NAME SZ ST DT LR CT WL CS SR SC UR UT PL TW SP FL FC EL
Ash, Carolina Fraxinus caroliniana M U L FS U X
Ash, Green Fraxinus pennsylvanica L M H FS G X X X X X X X X
Baccharis, Eastern Baccharis halimifolia S H M FS G X X X X
Baldcypress Taxodium distichum L M H FS G X X X X X X X X
Beech, American Fagus grandifolia L L M PS P X X X X
Birch, River Betula nigra L L M SS MG X X X
Blackgum; Black Tupelo Nyssa sylvatica L M L PS G X X X X
Buckeye, Bottlebrush Aesculus sylvatica S U L SS U X X X
Buckeye, Red Aesculus pavia S M L FS M X X X X X
Buttonbush, Common Cephalanthus occidentalis S U L FS G X X X
Cedar, Japanese; Japanese Cryptomeria Cryptomeria japonica L U H FS G X X X X
Chastetree Vitex agnus-castus S M H FS U X X X X X X X X
Cherry, Black Prunus serotina L M H FS P X X X X
Cherry, Higan Cherry 'Autumnalis' Prunus x subhirtella  'Autumnalis' M U M FS U X X X
Cherry, Okame Prunus x incamp  'Okame' S U M PS U X X X
Chinkapin, Allegheny Castanea pumila S N H FS U X X
Cottonwood, Eastern Populus deltoides L M M FS U X X X X
Crapemyrtle, Common Lagerstroemia indica S N H FS U X X X X X X X X X X
Cypress, Leyland Cupressocyparis leylandii M M M FS G X
Cyrilla, Swamp Cyrilla racemiflora S L L SS M X X X X
Devilwood Osmanthus americana S H L PS M X X X X X
Dogwood, Flowering Cornus florida M L L SS P X X X X X
Dogwood, Kousa Cornus kousa S M M PS U X X X X X X X
Dogwood, Swamp Cornus stricta S U U PS U X X X X X
Elm, Chinese;  Lacebark Elm Ulmus parvifolia M M H PS G X X X X X X
Elm, Water; Planertree Planera aquatica M U U PS U
Elm, Winged Ulmus alata L M M PS G X X X
Fringetree; Grancy Graybeard Chionanthus virginicus S N L PS M X X X X
Goldenraintree Koelrueteria paniculata M M H FS U X X X X X X X X

SPECIES CHARACTERISTICS
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SPECIES COMMON NAME LATIN NAME SZ ST DT LR CT WL CS SR SC UR UT PL TW SP FL FC EL

SPECIES CHARACTERISTICS

Hickory, Mockernut Carya tomentosa L U H FS M X X X
Hickory, Pignut Carya glabra L M H PS MG X X X
Holly, American Ilex opaca M H H PS G X X X X X X X X
Holly, Dahoon Ilex cassine M M L SS G X X X X X X X
Holly, Foster Ilex x attenuata  'Fosteri' S L M PS U X X X X X X X X
Holly, Myrtle Dahoon Ilex myrtifolia S U L FS U X X
Holly, Nellie R. Stevens Ilex x 'Nellie R. Stevens' S U H FS G X X X X X X
Holly, Possumhaw; Winterberry Ilex decidua S U H PS U X X X X
Holly, Yaupon Ilex vomitoria S H H PS G X X X X X X X X X
Honeylocust, Thornless Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis L H H FS G X X X X X
Hophornbeam, American Ostrya virginiana M N H SS M X X X X X
Hoptree, Common Ptelea trifoliata S U H PS U X X X
Hornbeam, American Carpinus caroliniana M N M SS M X X X
Laurelcherry, Carolina Prunus caroliniana M H H PS M X X X X X X X
Loblolly-bay Gordonia lasianthus M N M PS G X X X
Locust, Black Robinia pseudoacacia L M H FS U X X X
Magnolia, Little Gem Magnolia grandiflora  'Little Gem' S M H SS U X X X X X X X
Magnolia, Southern Magnolia grandiflora L M M PS M X X X X X X X
Magnolia, Sweetbay Magnolia virginiana M L L PS G X X X X X X
Maple, Chalk Acer leucoderme M U H PS U X X
Maple, Red Acer rubrum L L L FS MG X X X X X

Maple, Southern Sugar; Florida Sugar Maple Acer barbatum M N M PS M X X X X

Maple, Trident Acer buergeranum M M M FS U X X X X X X
Oak, Black Quercus velutina L U M FS U X X X X
Oak, Blackjack Quercus marilandica M U M FS U X X
Oak, Bluejack Quercus incana M U H FS U X
Oak, Cherrybark Quercus pagoda L M H FS G X X X X
Oak, Darlington Quercus hemisphaerica L L H FS M X X X X X
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SPECIES COMMON NAME LATIN NAME SZ ST DT LR CT WL CS SR SC UR UT PL TW SP FL FC EL

SPECIES CHARACTERISTICS

Oak, Laurel Quercus laurifolia L L M PS M X X X X X
Oak, Live Quercus virginiana L H H FS G X X X X X X X
Oak, Nuttall Quercus nuttallii L U M FS U X X X X X X X X
Oak, Overcup Quercus lyrata L N M PS G X X X X X
Oak, Post Quercus stellata L M H FS L X X X X X
Oak, Sand Live Quercus geminata M H H FS U X X
Oak, Shumard Quercus shumardii L M H FS G X X X X X X X X
Oak, Southern Red Quercus falcata L M H FS MG X X X X X X
Oak, Swamp Chestnut Quercus michauxii L N M FS G X X X X X X
Oak, Turkey Quercus laevis M U H FS U X X
Oak, Water Quercus nigra L L H FS G X X X X X X X
Oak, White Quercus alba L H M FS P X X X X X X
Oak, Willow Quercus phellos L H H FS MG X X X X X X X
Palmetto, Cabbage; Sabal Palm Sabal palmetto M H H PS U X X X X X X X X
Pawpaw Asimina triloba S U M FS U X X X X X
Persimmon, Common Diospyros virginiana L H H FS U X X X X X
Pinckneya; Fevertree Pinckneya pubens S U M FS U X X
Pine, Japanese Black Pinus thunbergiana S H H FS U X X X X
Pine, Loblolly Pinus taeda L M M FS MG X X X X X X
Pine, Longleaf Pinus palustris L H H FS MG X X X X X
Pine, Slash Pinus elliottii L H H FS G X X X X X X
Pine, Spruce Pinus glabra L L M PS U X X X X X
Pistache, Chinese Pistacia chinensis M N H FS U X X X X X X X
Plum, American Prunus americana S L L FS U X X X X
Plum, Chickasaw Prunus angustifolia S U H FS U X X X
Plum, Purpleleaf Prunus cerasifera  'Atropurpurea' S M M FS U X X X X X X
Redbud, Eastern Cercis canadensis M N M SS M X X X X X

Redbud, Forest Pansy Cercis canadensis  'Forest Pansy' M N H PS U X X X X X X X X X
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SPECIES COMMON NAME LATIN NAME SZ ST DT LR CT WL CS SR SC UR UT PL TW SP FL FC EL

SPECIES CHARACTERISTICS

Redbud, Oklahoma Cercis reniformis  'Oklahoma' S N H PS U X X X X X X X X X
Redbud, Texas White Cercis canadensis var. texensis S N H PS U X X X X X X X X X
Redcedar, Eastern Juniperus virginiana L H H PS G X X X X X X X
Redcedar, Southern Juniperus silicicola L H H PS G X X X X X X X
Sassafras Sassafras albidum M N H FS G X X X X X X
Serviceberry, Downy Amelanchier arborea M M L SS M X X X X X
Silverbell, Carolina Halesia carolina M L M FS U X X X X
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua L M M FS P X X X X X
Sweetleaf Symplocos tinctoria S U U PS U X X X X
Sycamore, American Platanus occidentalis L M H FS MG X X X
Tree Sparkleberry Vaccinium arboreum S U H PS U X X X X X
Tupelo, Water Nyssa aquatica L U L PS G X X X X
Walnut, Black Juglans nigra L H H FS U X X X X
Waxmyrtle, Southern; Southern Bayberry Myrica cerifera S H M SS G X X X X X X X X
White-cedar, Atlantic Chamaecyparis thyoides M N N PS U X X
Willow, Black Salix nigra M M L FS U
Willow, Coastal Plain Salix caroliniana M M L PS U
Witchhazel, Common Hamamelis virginiana M N M SS M X X X X X X
Yellowpoplar, Tuliptree Liriodendron tulipifera L N M FS PM X X X



CHARACTERISTIC CODE DATA ENTRY CODES AND DESCRIPTIONS
Mature Tree Size SZ small (S) (<25 feet), medium (M) (25 - 50 feet), large (L) (>50 feet)
Salt Tolerance ST none (N), low (L), moderate (M), high (H), or unknown (U)
Drought Tolerance DT low (L), moderate (M), or high (H)
Light Requirement LR semi-shade (SS), partial sun (PS), or full sun (FS)
Construction Tolerance CT good (G), moderate (M), or poor (P), combinations of these, or unknown (U)
Wildlife Value WL yes (X) or no (blank)
Canopy/Shade Tree CS yes (X) or no (blank)
Street Tree SR yes (X) or no (blank)
Screen SC yes (X) or no (blank)
Urban Conditions UR yes (X) or no (blank)
Overhead Utility Lines UT yes (X) or no (blank)
Parking Lots PL yes (X) or no (blank)
Tree Wells TW yes (X) or no (blank)
Specimen SP yes (X) or no (blank)
Flowers FL yes (X) or no (blank)
Fall Color FC yes (X) or no (blank)
Excessive Litter EL yes (X) or no (blank)

APPROVED TREE SPECIES LIST CODE KEY
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