
Preferred Tree List for Oak Island, NC 

 
Small Trees (Up To 25’ Tall)                                                           Height 

 

Dwarf Palmetto                 Sabal minor                                                   8’ 

Bluejack Oak                    Quercus incana                                            20’ 

Eastern Redbud                 Cercis Canadensis                                       20’ 

Yaupon Holly                    Ilex vomitora                                               20’ 

Tree Sparkleberry              Vaccinium arboretum                                 15’ 

Carolina Silverbell             Halesia Carolina                                        20’  

Grancy Gray Beard            Chionanthus virginicus                              15’ 

Waxmyrtle                         Morella cerifera                                         20’ 

Myrtle Leaf Holly              Ilex cassine variety myrtifolia                    20’ 

Loquat                                Eriobotrya japonica                                   20’ 

Nellie Steven’s Holly         Ilex x Nellie R.Stevens                               25’ 

Chickasaw Plum                 Prunus angustifolia                                   25’ 

Eastern Coralbean              Erythrina herbacea                                    25’ 

Common Hoptree               Ptelea trifoliate                                         25’ 

Japanese Maple                  Acer palmatum                                          25’ 

Devilwood                          Osmanthus americanus                             25’ 

Redbay                               Persea borbonia                                         25’ 

Chinese Podocarpus           Podocarpus macrophyllus                         25’ 

Sand Live Oak                   Quercus geminata                                      25’ 

Trident Maple                    Acer buergerianum                                    25’ 

Eucalyptus                          Eucalyptus sp.                                           25’ 

Foster’s #2 Holly                Ilex x attenuate                                         25’ 

Crape Myrtle                      Lagerstroemia                                           25’ 

Little Gem Magnolia          Magnolia grandiflora                               25’ 

Carolina Laurel Cherry       Prunus caroliniana                                  25’ 

Sweetbay Magnolia            Magnolia virginiana                                25’ 

Flowering Cherry                Prunus x Dreamcatcher                          25’ 

Okame Flowering Cherry   Prunus x Okame                                      25’ 

Flowering Dogwood           Cornus florida                                         20’ 

 

Medium Sized Trees (30 to 40 Feet Tall) 

 

Florida Thatchpalm             Thrinax radiate                                        30’ 

Black Willow                       Salix nigra                                               40’ 

Coastal Plain Willow           Salix caroliniana                                     30’ 

Southern Bayberry               Myrica cerifera                                       40’ 

Eastern Hophornbeam         Ostrya Virginiana                                    30’ 

American Hornbeam           Carpinus caroliniana                               40’ 

Blackjack Oak                     Quercus marilandica                                30’ 

Turkey Oak                         Quercus laevis                                          30’ 

Sugarberry                           Celtis laevigata                                        40’ 

Planertree                             Planera aquatica                                     40’ 



Medium Sized Trees (30 to 40 Feet)                                                    Height 

 

Witch-Hazel                         Hamamelis virginiana                                   30’ 

American Plum                     Prunus americana                                        30’ 

Downy Serviceberry             Amelanchier arborea                                    40’ 

Hawthorn                              Crataegus sp.                                                30’ 

American Holly                     Ilex opaca                                                     30’ 

Carolina Ash                         Fraxinus caroliniana                                    40’ 

Royal Paulownia                  Paulownia tomentosa                                    40’ 

Dahoon Holly                       Ilex cassine                                                    30’ 

 

 

Large Trees (Greater than 50’) 

 

Thornless Honeylocust           Gleditsia triacanthos                                   60’ 

Southern Magnolia                 Magnolia grandflora                                   80’ 

Willow Oak                            Quercus phellos                                         100’ 

Live Oak                                 Quercus virginiana                                      80’ 

Water Oak                               Quercus nigra                                             70’ 

Laurel Oak                              Quercus laurifolia                                       80’ 

White Oak                               Quercus alba                                               80’ 

Overcup Oak                           Quercus lyrata                                            80’ 

Post Oak                                  Quercus stellata                                          50’ 

Swamp Chestnut Oak              Quercus michauxii                                      80’ 

Black Oak                                Quercus velutina                                         70’ 

Southern Red Oak                   Quercus falcata                                           80’ 

Shumard Oak                           Quercus shumardii                                    100’ 

Cabbage Palmetto                    Sabal palmetto                                            80’ 

Eastern Cottonwood                 Populus deltoides                                      100’ 

Balsam Poplar                          Populus balsamifera                                   80’ 

Black Walnut                           Juglans nigra                                             100’ 

Lacebark Elm                          Ulmus parvifolia                                          50’ 

Black Locust                            Robinia pseudoacacia                                 50’ 

River Birch                               Betula nigra                                                80’ 

American Beech                       Fagus grandifolia                                       80’ 

Allegheny Chinkapin               Castanea pumila                                         50’ 

Yellow Poplar                          Liriodendron tulipfera                              100’ 

Sweetgum                                Liquidambar styraciflua                            100’ 

American Sycamore                Platanus occidentalis                                 100’ 

Red Maple                               Acer rubrum                                                 80’ 

Black Tupelo                           Nyssa sylvatica                                             80’ 

White Ash                                Fraxinus americana                                     80’ 

Green Ash                                Fraxinus pennsylvanica                               80’ 

Japanese Cedar                        Cryptomeria japonica                                  60’ 

Baldcypress                              Taxodium distichum                                    70’ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


