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International Coastal Cleanup 
    BPS, with the cooperation of Oak Island departments of Parks & Recreation and 
Public Works, organized community participation in the Ocean Conservancy’s annual 
coastal cleanup. The event brings together members, local groups and the public in 
a concentrated effort to remove debris from the beach, dunes and access areas. 
Seventy-six adults and 41 children participated this year, cleaning almost 9 miles of 
beach!  
    Though we all collect beach trash year round as part of taking care of our home, 
this event is the time we count what we find and report it to the International 
Coastal Cleanup database. Our cleanup was conducted on September 17, with some 
participation in the weeks just before and after that date. Special assistance came 
from the American Heritage Girls of Southport, volunteers from Duke Energy, and 52 
of our Adopt-a-Beach Access parents. Here is a sample of our top finds, compared to 
last year’s count. 

    The numbers show that Oak Island im-
proved in the number of cigarette butts, plas-
tic bags, cans and straws, with fewer than last 
year, but the numbers are still too high. Some 
problem items like food wrappers and tiny 
[less than one inch] plastic and foam bits in-
creased. We have plenty of room for more 
improvement in all categories of debris!  

    In October, Hurricane Matthew brought storm debris in some areas, but with time 
and continued attention to cleanup we can help the Town restore beach safety and 
beauty. Thanks to all who care for the beach and volunteer for its protection. 

Item 2016 2015 

Cigarette butts 4214 6457 

Food wrappers 1340 883 

Tiny plastic 
pieces 

1297 1008 

Plastic bottle 
caps 

575 542 

Tiny foam pieces 521 322 

Plastic bags 195 234 

Beverage cans 128 363 

Straws/stirrers 110 301 
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Grandma Loggerhead Turtle 
Still Laying Eggs on NC 

Beaches 
    DNA proves it! In 2015, a grandmother, 
turtle returned to North Carolina to lay her 
nest. That’s three generations still thriving!  
In recent years each NC nest has been veri-
fied to eliminate false crawls and one egg is 
removed and sent for DNA testing. This pro-
vides vital new data on migratory patterns, 
number of nests each female lays and famil-
ial relationships. 
    On Oak Island 
this year at least 
38 unique females 
laid 10,219 eggs in 
115 nests. The hot 
summer shortened 
the average incu-
bation period to 
52.8 days (55.4 
last year).   
    Baby Loggerhead turtles hatching and 
emerging to travel to the sea totaled 10,151. 
This was an increase of 14 nests over the 
2015 season and an increase in emerged 
hatchings to the sea of 3351 or 49.3%..  Only 
179 eggs were lost in 2016 versus 1,140 last 
year.  A great year for the turtles! 
    Many thanks to the all-volunteer Oak Is-
land Sea Turtle Patrol and the Turtle Parent 
Volunteers who devote long nights and early 
mornings to protect and preserve this endan-
gered species for future generations. 
See http://www.seaturtle.org/ 

Cornhole Contest 
Following an early morning delay due to 
heavy rain, hundreds of happy beach lov-
ers enjoyed sunny skies at Oak Island’s 
traditional Beach Day. Beach Preserva-
tions hosted the cornhole tournament 
again this 
year with 
the full 
comple-
ment of 32 
teams com-
peting in 

the adult bracket. Nine teams played in 
the 12 and under contest. Championship 
trophies and prize bags went to Darryl 
Ratcliffe and Evan Moyer for the adults 
and Peter Quandt and Collins Pearson, 
the winning junior team. 

Ambassadors Third Season!   
    The third season started with 25 trained ambassadors, 18 returning 
and 7 new ones. This was the fewest number of ambassadors starting 
a season thus far. Unfortunately the season ended with only 11 who 
were active participants. With 9.5 miles of beach to cover and a 4-
day patrol schedule it is very difficult to get adequate beach cover-
age, yet they recorded 487 volunteer patrol hours. They could easily 
use a roster of 80 ambassadors in order to cover our strand, which is 
actually the number originally proposed during the design of the pro-
gram in early 2014. The issue will be addressed during the fall and 
winter as we prepare for the 2017 season.  
    The two ordinances that accounted for the most infractions were 
the presence of glass on the beach and the number of large unfilled, 
abandoned holes. There were still dune violations, loose dogs and 
beach gear left on the beach overnight but the level of violations was 
reduced from previous years to a manageable level. While the ulti-
mate goal of zero violations may never be realized the Ambassadors 
hope to see a continuing improvement each year. 
    Town support this year was key to a successful season. First, Public 
Works did an awesome job of efficiently keeping the beach clean.  
They responded quickly to pictures and messages regarding debris 
washed up and items left on the beach overnight. Secondly, the Po-
lice Department provided excellent beach patrol support this year. 
They were on the beach every weekend and made a special effort to 
be present on holidays. Ambas-
sadors, residents and visitors 
made positive comments con-
cerning their engagement and 
friendliness during the patrols.  
Police support like this is ex-
tremely vital to our effort and 
very much appreciated. 
    Thanks again for your sup-
port. For information on how 
you can help contact Skip Cox at 
skipncsu@gmail.com  

Oak Island Farmers Markets 
Each summer we look forward to seeing our 
fellow Oak Island Beach Lovers at Monday 
morning Farmers Markets. We made two ap-
pearances this summer. One more trip was 
rained out. This is always a great time to 
meet  people and spread the word about 
what we do. We hope to see more of you 
there next summer. 
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Annual Membership 

___Student $5 

___Beach Lover Individual $15 

___Beach Lover Family $25 

___Dune Steward $50 

___Starfish Guardian $100 

___Beach Builder $250 

Lifetime Membership (individual or family): 

___Lifetime Seashore Protector $500 

___Lifetime Island Preservationist $1000 

Annual Business Membership                    $100 

Date:________________Type of Application: ____New ___Renewal      

Name (please print):_____________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________ 

Would you like to receive your newsletter by email?  

                    Yes___ No____     
Mail to:  Oak Island Beach Preservation Society 
                  4601 E. Oak Island Drive       
                  Oak Island, NC 28465                                                                  

2016  2017  MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Time to Say Goodbye 
It is hard to say goodbye to  old friends. We 
do so much appreciate the work these three 
have done for BPS and hope to talk them into 
helping out a little in the future. Larry Parker 
has been on the Board for 15 years, Jim 
Hobbs for 3, and Bob Jakus for 2 ½. They will 
all be missed. Don’t forget us! 

 Summer Aquarium Programs 
The NC Aquarium at Fort Fisher presented three excel-
lent programs this past summer starting with a show 
about both land and sea turtles. In July the program 
was “Jammin’ Jellies.” We discovered how many sizes, 

shapes and colors or jellies (not Jelly Fish!) 
exist and were given an opportunity to 

touch jellies with-
out getting stung. 
Our last program 
in August was one 
of our best. At 
“Our One Ocean” 
we learned how 
the ocean currents transport trash and pollut-
ants so that our actions on OKI affect the wa-
ters on the opposite side of the world. 
     We look forward to more programs next 
summer and hope that you can join us. Oak 
Island Recreation Center and Beach Preserva-
tion sponsors these programs. 

Board Members 
    The Oak Island Beach Preservation Society 
board meets at the OKI Town Hall on the first 
Thursday of each month at 4 p.m.  
 
The following are current board members:  
Rosanne Fortner - Chair  
Diane Butzin - Secretary 
Mary Frere – Membership 
Ben White - Access Adoption 
Billie LeTendre - Newsletter Editor  
John Merchant - Beach Ambassador Advisor 
Debbie Ollice - Special Events 
Volunteer Delegates: Muriel Nelson,  
    Wendy Hicks, Cindy Johnson, Larry Parker     

   and Jennifer Metzler-Fiorino   

Looking for a Few Good Beach Lovers - Immediate openings for Board Members, Access Parents, 
event helpers and other positions. Learn as you work and have fun. Enthusiasm, a love of Oak Island Beaches and 
local residence most of the year are all you need. Contact us for more details at beachOKI@outlook.com.  



O A K  I S L A N D  B E A C H  
P R E S E R V A T I O N  S O C I E T Y  

4601 East Oak Island Dr. 
Oak Island, NC 28465 

Long Live Our Beach! 

  **Membership renewal form is inside**  

 

As of July 1, 2015, all memberships will expire  
one year from the date you joined or last renewed. 
 
Check your mailing Label or your email message for 
your Expiration date. 

      Visit us at beachOKI.com 
           or contact us at         
       beachOKI@outlook.com  
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Long Live Our Beach! 

Matthew’s Visit to Oak Island 

http://www.beachOKI.com�
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